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Name: Mike Rounds
Senate: South Dakota, Republican
Cumulative Freedom Index Score: 70%
Status: Active Member of the Senate
Score Breakdown:
70% (114th Congress: 2015-2016)
Contact: 202-224-5842
Website: http://www.rounds.senate.gov

Key Votes:
On the Motion to Table S.Amdt. 1986 to H.R. 1735 (Military Construction Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016): To reauthorize
and reform the Export-Import Bank of the United States.
Vote Date: June 10, 2015

Vote: NAY
Bad Vote.
Export-Import Bank.
During consideration of the defense authorization bill (H.R. 1735), Senator Mark Kirk (R-Ill.) introduced an amendment to
reauthorize the U.S. Export-Import Bank through 2019. The bank issued loans and loan guarantees to foreign governments or
companies for the purchase of U.S. products.
The Senate rejected a motion to table (kill) Kirk's amendment on June 10, 2015 by a vote of 31 to 65 (Roll Call 206). We have
assigned pluses to the yeas because the federal government has no constitutional authority risking taxpayers' money to provide
loans and terms that the private sector considers too risky to provide. Indeed, U.S. government-backed export financing is a form of
corporate welfare, and if the Ex-Im Bank went bust (as happened to Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae), the taxpayers would have been
stuck holding the bag. The bank's charter was not reauthorized, and it expired on June 30, 2015.

On the Amendment S.Amdt. 1243 to S.Amdt. 1221 to H.R. 1314 (Ensuring Tax Exempt Organizations the Right to Appeal Act):
To strike the extension of the trade adjustment assistance program.
Vote Date: May 22, 2015

Vote: AYE

Good Vote.

Trade Adjustment Assistance.
During consideration of the Trade Promotion Authority bill (H.R. 1314), Senator Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) introduced an amendment to
strike the Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) provisions in the bill. Those provisions would extend the TAA program through June
30, 2021.
The TPA (see the next vote) is needed, its proponents acknowledge, to facilitate enactment of trade agreements negotiated by the
Obama administration and supported by the GOP congressional leadership. Those agreements - the Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP), Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP), and Trade in Services Agreement (TiSA) - collectively dubbed
ObamaTrade, would, proponents boast, create jobs and prosperity for Americans. But the TAA, which ObamaTrade proponents
also support, provides assistance to help American workers who lose their jobs because of the trade agreements.
The Senate rejected Flake's amendment on May 22, 2015 by a vote of 35 to 63 (Roll Call 190). We have assigned pluses to the
yeas because federal jobs programs are unconstitutional. Moreover, it makes no sense to claim that the federal government must
cough up federal funds to help workers who will lose their jobs to supposedly jobs-creating trade agreements.
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On Passage of the Bill H.R. 1314: A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for a right to an administrative
appeal relating to adverse determinations of tax-exempt status of certain organizations.
Vote Date: May 22, 2015
Vote: AYE
Bad Vote.
Trade Promotion Authority.
The Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) section of H.R. 1314 would renew the on-again-off-again "fast track authority" that Congress
has often awarded to the president over the past several decades. The essential features of TPA are: (1) Congress
unconstitutionally delegates authority "to regulate commerce with foreign nations" to the Executive Branch; and (2) Congress
dramatically increases the probability of approval of trade agreements by restricting itself to an up-or-down vote with no
amendments or filibusters allowed. See also House Vote 10.
The Senate passed H.R. 1314 on May 22, 2015 by a vote of 62 to 37 (Roll Call 193). We have assigned pluses to the nays
because TPA would facilitate the subordination of the national independence of the United States to regional trading blocs, a
power that is not granted to any branch of government in the Constitution.

On the Nomination PN4: Loretta E. Lynch, of New York, to be Attorney General
Vote Date: April 23, 2015
Loretta Lynch Nomination.

Vote: NAY

Good Vote.

The Senate confirmed the nomination of Loretta Lynch for U.S. attorney general on April 23, 2015 by a vote of 56 to 43 (Roll Call
165). We have assigned pluses to the nays because Lynch is supportive of blatantly unconstitutional actions on the part of the
executive branch.
Lynch supported President Obama's use of an executive order to offer de facto amnesty to millions of illegal immigrants, and
promised to implement such amnesty as attorney general. Lynch also supports civil forfeiture, which is certainly an
unconstitutional violation of private property rights, and deems it an "important tool of the Department of Justice." As Senator Rand
Paul (R-Ky.) stated in early February when explaining his opposition to Lynch's nomination, "She remains non-committal on the
legality of drone strikes against American citizens, while I believe such strikes unequivocally violate rights granted to us by the Sixth
Amendment.... Mrs. Lynch also supports President Obama's calls for executive amnesty, which I vehemently oppose. The Attorney
General must operate independent of politics, independent of the president and under the direction of the Constitution. I cannot
support a nominee, like Mrs. Lynch, who rides roughshod on our Constitutional rights."

On the Amendment S.Amdt. 1114 to H.R. 2 (Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015): To repeal the individual
mandate.
Vote Date: April 14, 2015
Vote: AYE
Good Vote.
Individual Mandate Repeal.
During consideration of a bill regarding Medicare payments to physicians (H.R. 2), Senator John Cornyn (R-Texas) introduced an
amendment entitled "Restoring Individual Liberty" that would repeal the individual mandate of the ObamaCare law.
The Senate rejected Cornyn's amendment on April 14, 2015 by a vote of 54 to 45 (Roll Call 137). We have assigned pluses to the
yeas because no branch of government has been empowered by the Constitution to force Americans to buy health insurance.

On the Amendment S.Amdt. 432 to S.Con.Res. 11: To provide additional resources to create the opportunity for more
Americans to obtain a higher education and advanced job skills by supporting two free years of community college paid for by
raising revenue through requiring millionaires and billionaires to pay their fair share.
Vote Date: March 26, 2015

Vote: NAY

Good Vote.

Free Community College.
During consideration of the budget resolution (Senate Concurrent Resolution 11), Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.) introduced an
amendment to raise spending by $60.3 billion for social services education and jobs training in order to facilitate "two free years of
community college paid for by raising revenue through requiring millionaires and billionaires to pay their fair share."
The Senate rejected Baldwin's amendment on March 26, 2015 by a vote of 45 to 55 (Roll Call 100). We have assigned pluses to
the nays because this resolution would steal wealth from some to give to others, cause an overabundance of workers in certain
job fields (meaning grossly wasted funds), and expand unconstitutional federal involvement in education.

On the Amendment S.Amdt. 515 to S.Con.Res. 11: To establish a spending-neutral reserve fund relating to requiring the
Federal Government to allow states to opt out of Common Core without penalty.
Vote Date: March 26, 2015
Vote: AYE
Good Vote.
Common Core.
During consideration of the budget resolution (Senate Concurrent Resolution 11), Senator David Vitter (R-La.) introduced an
amendment to create a spending-neutral reserve fund to prohibit the federal government from mandating, incentivizing, or coercing
states to adopt Common Core standards or any other similar standards. This amendment would also allow states that have
already adopted Common Core to opt out without penalty.
The Senate adopted Vitter's amendment on March 26, 2015 by a vote of 54 to 46 (Roll Call 105). We have assigned pluses to the
yeas because the federal government has no constitutional authority to interject itself in the education sector, and Common Core
is intended to create a national curriculum leading to nationalizing education.
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On the Amendment S.Amdt. 649 to S.Con.Res. 11: To establish a spending-neutral reserve fund relating to prohibiting funding
of international organizations during the implementation of the United Nations Arms Trade Treaty prior to Senate ratification
and adoption of implementing legislation.
Vote Date: March 26, 2015

Vote: AYE

Good Vote.

UN Arms Treaty.
During consideration of the budget resolution (Senate Concurrent Resolution 11), Senator James Inhofe (R-Okla.) introduced an
amendment "to establish a spending-neutral reserve fund relating to prohibiting funding of international organizations during the
implementation of the United Nations Arms Trade Treaty prior to Senate ratification and adoption of implementing legislation." The
amendment essentially allows the chairman of the Committee on the Budget of the Senate to reallocate spending to prevent
implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty, provided such action does not raise new revenue or increase the deficit.
During debate on the amendment, Senator Inhofe remarked, "President Obama has signed the treaty but has not submitted it for
ratification; for one reason, he knows the votes are not there. Two years ago, at 5 a.m. in the morning, 53 Senators, from both
parties, voted for my amendment very similar to this. My amendment would prevent funds from going to the treaty Secretariat or any
other organization that is working to implement this treaty."
The Senate adopted Inhofe's amendment on March 26, 2015 by a vote of 59 to 41 (Roll Call 108). We have assigned pluses to the
yeas because the UN Arms Trade Treaty is an attempt by a global governance body, the United Nations, to regulate weapons.
Such regulation is at odds with the American ideals of national sovereignty and freedom to bear arms without infringement by
government. While the UN likely wouldn't march into American neighborhoods to confiscate guns the moment the treaty was
ratified, ratification of the treaty would be a step in the wrong direction. Any opposition to the UN Arms Trade Treaty is to be
commended.

On the Amendment S.Amdt. 255 to H.R. 240 (Department of Homeland Security Appropriations Act, 2015): Of a perfecting
nature.
Vote Date: February 27, 2015
Vote: AYE
Bad Vote.
Executive Action on Immigration.
Senator Thad Cochran (R-Miss.) introduced a new version of the Homeland Security appropriations bill (H.R. 240), in the form of a
substitute amendment, that would eliminate the bill's provisions prohibiting the use of funds for carrying out President Obama’s
unconstitutional executive actions on illegal immigration. The provisions targeted for elimination would defund the Obama
administration’s executive actions announced on November 20, 2014 to grant deferred action for an estimated four million illegal
immigrants in the United States.
The Senate adopted Cochran's substitute amendment on February 27, 2015 by a vote of 66 to 33 (Roll Call 61). We have assigned
pluses to the nays because the president is not a "king" or "dictator" who may make his own law. Under the U.S. Constitution, "all
legislative powers herein granted" are delegated to Congress, and it is the responsibility of the president to faithfully execute the
law.

On the Amendment S.Amdt. 48 to S.Amdt. 2 to S. 1 (Keystone XL Pipeline Act): To modify the definition of underground
injection.
Vote Date: January 28, 2015
Vote: NAY
Good Vote.
Fracking.
During consideration of the Keystone XL pipeline bill (S. 1), Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) introduced an amendment to
remove exemptions of fracking and natural gas storage from regulation under the Safe Drinking Water Act.
Senator Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) offered the amendment on Senator Gillibrand's behalf, noting: "This amendment amends the
Safe Drinking Water Act to protect clean drinking water sources from hydraulic fracturing, commonly known as fracking, and from
underground storage of natural gas. The Safe Drinking Water Act currently exempts underground injection of fracking fluids and
underground storage of natural gas from regulation under the act. The Gillibrand amendment repeals those exemptions and
makes underground injection of fracking fluids and underground storage of natural gas subject to those regulations."
The Senate rejected Gillibrand’s amendment on January 28, 2015 by a vote of 35 to 63 (Roll Call 41). We have assigned pluses to
the nays because the federal government has no constitutional authority to regulate industry practices or set drinking water
standards. These standards are monitored and enforced by the Environmental Protection Agency, which is itself an
unconstitutional agency created by executive order. The Obama administration, particularly the EPA, is known to be an opponent of
fracking, so this is likely a backdoor attack on the industry. State and local governments should be setting drinking water standards
and monitoring for pollutants, not unaccountable bureaucrats in Washington, D.C.
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